KOALA (Kids' Own Australian Literacy Awards): a purpose for reading, talking and listening
Lucas Heights Community School has two teacher-librarians who work collaboratively with teachers. Jenny Williams was appointed to the Years K-6 position and Chris Nelson to the 7-12 position. Jenny and Chris have developed some successful strategies for incorporating the annual Kids' Own Australian Literacy Awards (KOALA) in the whole school literacy plan. The KOALAs have also helped to strengthen links with the wider community, including the local public library.
Located in the newly developed Menai area in southern Sydney, Lucas Heights Community School is a Kindergarten to Year 12 school. It was established in 1992 with 56 Year 7 students and thirteen staff. Since then, the school enrolment has grown to 1300 students K-12 with a staff of 105.
One school, two teacher-librarians 
One large school library serves the entire school population. Two teacher-librarians work cooperatively to manage this library. While one each was appointed to the Years K-6 and 7-12 positions, the roles overlap to best meet the needs of the school community. Evidence of this can be seen when at times students are in the library with their teacher and both teacher-librarians, such as: orientation lessons for Years 7 and 11; collaborative teaching and learning; and literature circles. 
Students, particularly those in the middle school (Years 5-8), have access to an extensive range of resources. Students in Years 5 & 6 frequently access databases, vertical files, newspaper clipping services and journals. The secondary school students, where appropriate, can access the junior fiction and junior non fiction sections of the library. 
Lucas Heights' Statement of school beliefs recognises that, within the K-12 setting, students, staff and involved parents regard themselves as learners, each committed to enhancing outcomes for all students.
A whole school focus on literacy
For the past two years, literacy has been a major focus in the school. Through programs such as The State literacy and numeracy plan and Linkages K-8, we have affirmed that all teachers are teachers of literacy. Whole school initiatives have included: professional development on explicit teaching; increased spending on resources to support literacy; and all key learning area teams addressing literacy through strategic school planning and programming. These initiatives are regularly assessed by teachers in their teams and, at the end of a fifteen month period, were reported back to a meeting of the whole staff. 
KOALA helps promote Australian literature 
The school has participated in the Kids' Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) over the past five years. This literacy focus is enhanced by ongoing activities in the school library to promote a love of Australian literature. KOALA has become a tool for promoting a love of reading and an awareness of Australian authors and illustrators. 
Students are exposed to a wide variety of literature during their times in the library, class lessons, DEAR, literature circles and home reading. They begin, from a young age, to build a bank of favourite stories from which they can read, re-read and discuss with their peers. These choices become the students' nominations for the New South Wales KOALA shortlist.
At Lucas Heights, we have nomination forms for KOALA at the library circulation desk and at a special KOALA display table for all of first term. We distribute forms to teachers of DEAR programs, and all Years 5, 6 and 7 students participating in literature circles are given the opportunity to nominate a favourite book at the conclusion of this program. When nominations have been finalised they are forwarded to the KOALA committee, via a tally sheet, for counting. 
When the shortlist of the 50 most popular book titles is announced, the books are taken from the shelves and given a sticker with the KOALA logo (and year of nomination). These books are placed on display together.
Beside this display, a bright poster draws attention to the books. The books are promoted during lessons in the library with many picture books and short chapter books being read to the students. The library staff promote the shortlist to classroom teachers for consideration as classroom reading, or for incorporation into class units if appropriate. We actually withdraw the picture books from circulation, as these books can be read in the library, but the chapter books can be borrowed.
The students may vote on any book that they have read or had read to them. Votes are placed in the brightly covered box at the KOALA display. They are submitted to KOALA around September.
Literacy outcomes achieved by participating in KOALA 
KOALA is one aspect of the variety of ways in which we attempt to promote literature within our school, meeting several outcomes of the K-6 and 7-12 English syllabuses. Here are a few examples: Talking and listening outcomes TES.1 Communicates with peers and known adults in informal situations and structured activities dealing briefly with familiar topics. (Early Stage 1)
TS1.1 Communicates with an increasing range of people for a variety of purposes on both familiar and introduced topics in spontaneous and structured classroom activities. (Stage 1)
TS2.1 Communicates in informal and formal classroom activities in school and social situations for an increasing range of purposes on a variety of topics across the curriculum. (Stage 2) 
TS3.1 Communicates effectively for a range of purposes and with a variety of audiences to express well developed, well organised ideas dealing with more challenging topics. (Stage 3)
(English K-6 syllabus, pp 20-21)
Reading outcomes
· Students should be able to enjoy and respond perceptively to what they read in a wide range of contexts. (Stage 4) 
· Students should be able to recommend texts to other readers. (Stage 4) Literature outcome 
· Share thoughts about and feelings towards literature through discussion and/or exploratory writing. (Stage 4) 
(Subject outcomes English Years 7-12) 
Other benefits of KOALA
On two occasions our school was lucky enough to have groups attend KOALA's awards day at the Power House Museum. This is a great opportunity for students to meet and chat with their favourite authors and illustrators. Each year at least ten authors and illustrators will gather to await the announcement of the winners and then meet with the students and sign autographs. Two years ago, Year 9 students spoke at the awards day about the fun of participating in a book rap, and they were fortunate enough to meet and talk with John Marsden. This was a wonderful experience that they will never forget. 
KOALA has also been used as a springboard for other activities, such as the integration of technology into teaching and learning. Last year, a junior DEAR group decided to start reading the Selby series of books by Duncan Ball. (Selby speaks was the winning book for younger readers in 1998.) After reading about many of Selby's adventures the students came to the library to "email Selby the talking dog" and were thrilled that a reply was waiting for them the next morning. 
Many KOALA favourites have been invited to our school including: David Legge; Di Bates; Richard Tulloch; and Terry Denton. In 2000, we are excited about having Anna Fienberg, Kim Gamble and Andy Griffiths (the winner of the KOALA Senior Book for 1999) booked to visit our school. 
By participating in KOALA, students feel that their opinions are valued. They enjoy nominating books and eagerly await notice of whether the titles and authors they have nominated make the official shortlist. They are enthusiastic about the whole process. The positive nature of this program also increases students' self esteem, as there are no value judgments about their points of view and the emphasis is clearly on having fun while learning. 
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From the students
"I like choosing books for KOALA nominations and then voting on the books from the shortlist that I know." Marshal, Year 4
"Last year I nominated Rowan of Rin and hoped it would make it onto the shortlist. It's good that our opinion counts for choosing the winner." Bryce, Year 6
"I like to nominate for KOALA... for the little kids to know which books are good. Books on the shortlist are always good to read." Carolyn, Year 5
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards 
Miranda Harrowell is Children's Librarian at Ryde Public Library in Sydney and has a long association with KOALA as a member of the organising committee. 
The first Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALAs) were presented before an audience of 600 children at Taronga Zoo in 1987. Winners Mem Fox and Julie Vivas (for Possum magic) and Robin Klein (for Hating Alison Ashley) were there to collected their awards. 
At that time, there were two categories, Infants/Primary and Secondary. The early guidelines stated that a student in primary school must vote for a book from the primary shortlist, and many Years 5 and 6 students were frustrated that they could not vote for books on the secondary list. In the late 90s, the guidelines were changed to have one shortlist: a Top 50. The KOALA Council then determines the category for each title, such as: Picture Book; Junior Book; and Senior Book. 
Young readers in New South Wales are invited to nominate their favourite books to be eligible for the awards. These books must be Australian but there is no cut off point for a book's publication date as titles can often have a new lease of life with a reprint, or new edition with a different cover. Books that have already won a KOALA cannot be renominated. 
There is no requirement that all schools and public libraries must ensure that they have all books on the shortlist to be able to vote. Rather it is an opportunity to promote Australian material in their collections for nomination to that shortlist. 
When a complete list of all titles shortlisted for KOALAs was compiled in 1995, 40% had also featured on the Children's Book Council of Australia shortlists. Children's choice awards, such as KOALA, happily coexist with the CBCA Awards, giving interesting perspectives and influences on what young people are reading. 
Events such as the annual awards ceremony, literary luncheons and visits by authors and illustrators can often be a magical experience for students, teachers and creators of books, with the opportunity for readers to meet their literary heroes.
The last KOALA winners of this century were:
Picture Book: Grandad's teeth by Rod Clement Junior Book: Desert Dan the dunny man by Di Bates with illustrations by Stephen Axelsen Senior Book: Just annoying! by Andy Griffiths with illustrations by Terry Denton.
Membership for KOALA (Friends of KOALA) for 2000 is $35.00 and further information is available via KOALA's email address: koalansw@hotmail.com
Other Australian children's choice awards include:
· BILBY (QLD), Books I Love Best Yearly 
· COOL (ACT), Canberra's Own Outstanding List 
· CROW (SA), Children Rate Outstanding Writers/Illustrators 
· CYBER (TAS), Children's Yearly Best Ever Reads 
· KROC (NT), Kids Reading Oz Choice 
· YABBA (VIC), Young Australians' Best Book Award 
· WAYRBA (WA), West Australian Young Readers' Book Award
